Dear Members of the Academic Committee and Council of CORE Academy,

Thank you for this kind invitation. | am honored to be considered for Fellowship in the Division of Natural Sciences,
and | am pleased to accept.

| would note that what makes CORE Academy particularly distinctive, in my view, is that unlike national academies —
which by their nature represent the scholarly communities of individual countries — CORE Academy is an
independent, non-governmental body whose fellowship spans all nations, disciplines, and intellectual traditions. It is,
in that sense, an academy for the global academic community as a whole, and that is something | find genuinely
meaningful.

By way of brief background: my research has focused on the genetic and molecular mechanisms of embryonic
development. Among the contributions | am most proud of is the identification of Pax genes — regulatory genes that
govern organ development. My team discovered that the Pax4 gene is essential for the formation of insulin-producing
beta cells in the pancreas, and that Pax6 is indispensable for ocular development. Building on this work, we
succeeded in differentiating stem cells into insulin-producing cells, with implications for regenerative medicine.

Beyond the laboratory, | served for many years as President of the Max Planck Society, where | founded eight new
institutes, established the Max Planck Foundation, and worked to advance interdisciplinary and international
collaboration. | subsequently served as President and CEO of the Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology
(OIST) from 2017 to 2022, where | led significant institutional growth, helped establish a startup incubator and a 5
billion yen venture fund, and guided the university through the COVID-19 pandemic. In recognition of these
contributions, the Japanese government awarded me the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star.

I look forward to contributing to CORE Academy's mission and to the wider scholarly community it brings together.

Please proceed with the formal arrangements at your convenience, and do not hesitate to reach out if you need
anything further from me.

With warm regards,

Peter Gruss
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